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A Mid-year Message from the Executive Director

Dear Friend of LTLT,

Long-term partnerships and trust are at the heart of LTLT’s work. They are also the key ingredients
In our conservation successes.

Our partership with the Cherokee began a dozen years ago with rivercane harvest agreements that
gave native artisans access to canebrakes conserved by LTLT. Six years ago we celebrated the return
of the Cowee Mound to the Eastern Band of Cherokee and with this spring’s transfer of Hall Mountain,
a total of 180 acres in the heart of Cowee have been restored to tribal ownership.

Partnerships begun a decade ago with the State of NC and five different local governments led to the
conservation of over 11,000 acres of municipally-owned watersheds in the Balsam, Great Smoky and
Snowbird Mountains. Our strategy to conserve these lands culminated last November when a

conservation easement was completed on the Town of Andrews’ 930-acre Beaver Creek watershed.

This past spring LTLT partnered with 9 local schools to engage 525 students in outdoor education
opportunities focused on the value of native plants and of healthy streams. As the year moves forward
many more students will connect in LTLT"s stream and bird monitoring programs and in the butterfly
“migration celebration.”

Partnerships continue to underpin our agenda to Conserve, Restore, and Connect the best places of
our region as we enter the second half of 2013. For example:

* LTLT is gearing up to conserve 300 forested acres adjacent to the Appalachian Trail in the
Cheoah Mountains in partnership with a conservation-minded family,

*  We are working to restore 2 miles of streambank in the valleys of the Tuckasegee and Little
Tennessee Rivers in partnership with nine landowners, the Jackson and Macon Conservation
Districts, and federal natural resource agencies, and

¢ [n the heart of Cowee-West's Mill Historic District, we continue to connect the historic mosaic
from the Cowee School and Rickman General Store to the Cowee Mound with our five-acre
acquisition in the heart of the old village including the old post office and Vonnie West house.

Other existing partnerships in the preservation and restoration of this historic area as well as numerous
other projects across the mountains are too long to detail here, but are integral to our work.

None of our efforts would be possible without individual partmers who support LTLT. Thank you for
your role in our growing conservation success story.

Paul J. Carlson

p.s. We know you love these mountains as much as we do, so please help us conserve their resources,
restore their treasures and connect to their heritage by donating today.

Conserve An important tract is spared development
Restore Sacred land is returned to the Cherokee
Connect A complex partnership yields success

A public gathering held on May 31st celebrated the transfer of 108
acres of historically and culturally significant land from LTLT to the

Eastern Band of Cherokee. The event marked the culmination of an
eight-year effort to save the land from development and return it to
the Tribe, protecting and preserving the viewshed from the Cowee
Mound, an important Tribal landmark. The project was a partnership
involving the Tribe, LTLT, the U.S. Forest Service, and The Wilderness
Society.
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Officials from the
Eastern Band of
Cherokee and
LTLT sign copies of
the ceremonial
deed (right)
transferring the
Hall Mountain
property to the
Tribe. Tribal
dancers were on
hand to mark the
occasion.
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people—was transferred from LTLT  Society—provided a $300,000

to the Tribe in similar fashion in 2007. matching funds grant to the Tribe.
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