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2015 was, to say the least, an eventful year. With your help, we conserved
land, restored streams, and educated hundreds of people. You'll see those
results in the following pages of this Annual Report.

On top of that, we changed our name. Your support and acceptance of
Mainspring Conservation Trust as our new identity has truly been inspiring.
You saw the value in moving into our future as we remember and embrace
our significant past.

One of Mainspring’s projects in 2015 was especially personal for me. In my
15 years with the land trust, I've sat across the kitchen table from many
families and helped them consider and realize their dreams of leaving a
legacy of land. Their lands may be valued for their farm soils, rich cove
forests, rushing streams, or as lands that make up the unspoiled mountain
views that we all enjoy and tend to take for granted. This year, I sat with
my husband on the opposite side of the table, as we donated a conservation
easement on our own Roper Knob property.

It wasn’t easy. In fact, I was surprised how it felt to be the easement donor
rather than the land trust staff member. Like so many others, our family
land is our most valuable asset. George and I struggled with “giving up”
the value of our land’s potential for big-view development. We struggled
with “forever” and its many unknowns. We struggled with the decision,
even though we knew we wanted to leave an undeveloped Roper Knob —
which forms a prominent view throughout northern Macon County —as
part of our legacy.

The process gave me a new appreciation for all of the families that have
made that important choice. I am proud to be one of them now and proud
our acreage is now included in the “Private Land Easements” on page 5 of
this Annual Report. And I am proud to honor you — who lend your support
and put your confidence in Mainspring year after year — with this forever-
protected view of Roper Knob.

Sharon Fouts Taylor

P. S. You made 2015 a successful year. Your contribution is needed to make
2016 successful, too. Please donate online at mainspringconserves.org or
return the enclosed pre-paid envelope.
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1,130

Livestakes planted to help
with streambank erosion and
to provide shade

Historic house
sold for
restoration

Mountain
Partners
meetings

(see page 6)
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Feet of streams conserved
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programs
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its Tennessee River
’ Champion Award
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RESTORE

Mainspring at Work

WHEN MAINSPRING FIRST PURCHASED
property on Lakey Creek in Macon
County in 2011, a culvert carrying
the creek under a road was quickly
identified as a barrier to fish
movement. “Fish could pass
downstream through the culvert, but
only the strongest could swim back
upstream,” says Mainspring’s Jason
Meador. Culverts are not a
permanent solution and rains were
already causing the road going over
the culvert to slump.

Fast-forward to 2015, when the
North Carolina Wildlife Resources
Commission funded a more
permanent and fish-friendly
solution. With coordination from
Mainspring, a steel bridge was
completed that provides the family
with a long-term solution for
accessing their home. In addjition to
removing the culvert, Mainspring
added habitat for fish to rest and
hide by placing logs in the stream.
Jason explains, “Think of the stream
as a treadmill. Fish, like us, need to
hop off the treadmill sometimes and
rest. Pools are resting areas, so the
fish are happy.”

Before

After

WHEN TiM AND EMiLy CAMPBELL from
Sylva began discussing donating 900
acres of land they own in Yellow
Creek Valley in Graham County, they
turned to Mainspring.

Mainspring purchased the land
in 2008 and developed a plan to
restore the property. With help from
the Cheoah Fund, Mainspring also
developed a trail to Yellow Creek
Falls, a popular put-in for paddlers.

In 2013, Mainspring sold the
property to the Campbells, who placed
a conservation easement on it and kept
the trail open for public access.

“Mainspring staff suggested
donating the property to the National

Wild Turkey Federation (NWTEF).”
Tim says. “We met with their
representatives and decided it would
be a great fit.”

NWTF plans to use the property
for conservation education, mentored
youth hunts and fishing, habitat
demonstrations, and wildlife and
forest management.

As supporters of both hunting
and protection of wildlife habitat, the
Campbells are glad the land will be
put to good use. “None of this would
have happened without Mainspring,”
Tim says. “I am glad that we could
improve some of the most exceptional
land in western North Carolina.”

CONSERVE

Yellow Creek Falls, on the
property donated to the National
Wild Turkey Federation by Tim
and Emily Campbell.

CONNECT

ON ArRIL 17, 2015, people from the
Franklin and Cherokee communities
met for the first time to begin
dialogue and explore strategies for
regional partnership, cultural
preservation, and economic
development. “Our mission includes
connecting people to the natural and
cultural heritage of this region,”
Associate Director Ben Laseter says,
“and the Cherokee make up a huge
part of the history along the Little
Tennessee River. Promoting heritage
tourism that involves everyone can

have multiple economic
development opportunities and can
be a win-win for everyone.”
Initiated by Mainspring, the
group is called Mountain Partners
and was made possible by support
from The Community Foundation of
Western North Carolina, the Chero-
kee Preservation Foundation, and
the Z. Smith Reynolds Foundation.
The members plan to formalize into
an operational organization whose
goals include interpreting and
linking sites such as the Nikwasi and

Mainspring Conservation Trust

Cowee mounds, raising awareness
and funds to pursue those efforts,
and exploring opportunities for
collaboration between the Eastern
Band of Cherokee Indians and local
communities.

Juanita Wilson, Director of the
WNC Leadership Initiative and a
Mountain Partners member from
Cherokee, thinks the effort is
important. “If people can see the
bigger picture, we can build
something that has positive and
long-range impact for the region.”

Tommy Cabe, Forest Resource
Specialist and member of the
Eastern Band of Cherokee
Indians, and Barbara McRae of
Franklin discuss a heritage
corridor map during a Mountain
Partners meeting.
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2015 Donors

Mainspring gratefully acknowledges the following
contributors for their generous support.

$5,000+

Adams, David

Adams, Kate & Duke Wiser
Balloun, Jim & Julie
Grove, Bill & Nancy
Kent, Michael & Gail
Lordi, Frank & Darlene
Macauley, Lydia Sargent
Nelson, Kent & Alice

Preston, Ralph & Deborah
Thomas

Rasche, Larry & Kendra
Stanback, Bill & Nancy
Stanback, Brad & Shelli
Stanback, Fred & Alice
Strawn, Johnny & Pam
Thurman, Ronald & Judy
Whitmire, Steve

$2,500-$4,999
Amplex Corp

Brouwer, Chris
Brouwer, JoAn

Dyar, Bill & Sally
Fleenor, Mike & Betsy
Green, Mike & Sydney
Jensen, George & Linda
Leshaw, Dale & Gail
Murphy, Ken & Amy
Rhem, John & Georgia

$1,000-$2,499
Ackerman, Dave & Alison
Adams, Patricia & John
Bell, Griffin & Glenda

Boring, Lindsay & Lelia
Kirkman

Carlson, Paul & Adrienne
Simonson

Dimmitt, Lawrence & Vevie
Franklin, Alice
Gregory, Clementine
Hahn, Tom & Carrie
Haight, Ed

Haire, Phil & Connie
Hinson, David

Hogue, Lynn & Carol
Johnson, Jane & Herb
Mayer, Bob & Gil
Meyer, Steve

Outdoor 76

Penland Contracting/
Creekstone

Ramsey, Margaret

Regnery, Russell & Helen

Reinheimer, Susan &
Greg Coyle

Russ, Don

Schumacher, Cynthia

Shuman, Nina

Taylor, George & Sharon

Van Teeckelenburgh, Andy
& Kathie

Vickers, Keith & Melanie
‘Walbolt, Daniel & Sylvia

White, John & Mary
Leonard-White

Wilde, Gustav
Wiley, Nancy
Youngblood, Karen

$500-$999
Bates, Pete & Kris
Bruskin, Karen

Conover, Ken & Lynda
Anderson

Currey, Brad

Fisher, Don

Gladden, John & Sandra
Green, Jim

Hammett, Kristen
Hendricks, Kathy & Pete
Heywood, Dick & Gill
Hunnicutt, Jean & Ron
Inman, Suzanne

Johns, Bunny

Johnston, Gilliam & Cathy
Morrow

Kershaw, Nancy

Knous, Kirk & Kathy
Laseter, Ben & Stephanie
Leatherman, Lisa
Love, Jason & Jennifer
Morgan, J. Tom

Parker, Jerry

Penland, Lewis & Kelly
Polanski, Stan & Mary
Raby, Clark

Rhem, Will & Amanda
Ryman, Stuart & Nancy
Salain, Rita & Bill Deck
Southerland, Carl & Pam

Stork, James & Ginger
Sullivan, Shea & Lynn
Syring, George & Gloria
Wade, Ilene & Scotty

$250-$499
Adams, Laura
Austin, Jess & Debbie

Barnes, Steve & Cathy
Ramos

Booker, Ray & Katherine
Bucey, David & Anne
Carlson, Peter

Childs, Sara & Rush
Choi, San Ho

Clifton, Kathy

Clinton, Barry & Patsy
Credle, Duffy & Kalen

Denson, Andy & Kelly
Larson

Dodson, Bill & Mary
Dunn, Lola

Equinox Environmental
Consultation & Design

Fesenmyer, Kurt

Fouts, Merritt & Lucille
Franklin Garden Club
Gibson, Bill

Greene, Maria & Jim
Kautz

Haight, Ann

Hall, Tom & Margaret
Harrison, Robbie
Herring, Steve & Georgia
Hubbs, Doug & Patti

Kelly, Martin & Terrie
Knoepp, Paul & Jennifer

Lanwermeyer, Lou &
Barbara

McKinney, Kenneth &
Diana

Meadors, Helen

Meier, Joachim

Quigley, Tom & Mary

Ramsey, Carol

Reynolds, Alton & Connie

Sargent, Hugh

Schultz, Carole & Ann
Bullock

Smoky Mountain Land
Surveying, P.A.

Stiles, Everette & Elbie

$1-$249

Allison, Dave & Jane
Anderson, Ronald & Linda
Anderson, Susan

Andring, Margaret
Archer, John

Armour, Robert & Laura

Donors whose names appear in bold have given for ten years or more.

Austin, Ann

Barnes, Lee

Baxter, Bill

Beattie, William & Monica
Beck, Charles & Lorna
Bennett, Rick

Bent, Samantha

Berger-Brown, Jennifer &
Robert Brown

Berger, Lee

Berry, Roger & Bets
Bick, Andrew & Kristin
Bishop, Donnie & Janet
Blaine, Hugh & Gaynelle
Blanck, Heidi

Blankenship, Sarah & Jack
Smoot

Bledsoe, Carolyn

Borders, Judith & Montie
Bowen, Jessi

Bradshaw, Gary & Kay
Breithaupt, Charlie & Kathy
Brenner, Nathan

Brenner, Ron & Debra
Bridges, Bill & Pam
Broadwell, Jim & Barbara
Broadwell, Richard

Brown, Ben

Brown, Robert & Ada
Browning, Sally

Bryant, Barbara
Budischak, Cory

Burdette, Sharon & Glenn
Byrd, Joan & George Rector
Cabe, Joan

Calhoun, Pat & Sylvia

Cameron, Edmund &
Delores

Canary-King, Ian
Cantrell, Bud & Alatha
Cargill, Frances
Carlson, Elena

Carringer, Don & Belinda
Carson, Anna Jane

Chew, Paul

Christie, Paige

Clark, Stacey

Clarkson, Lisa

Cloer, Jeff

Coe, Susan

Contino, Bobbie

Coriell, Kay

Cornelius, Kevin & Sheri
Cousins, Sharon & Charles
Cox, D. Lynn

Cuckovich, Peter
Culclasure, John, Jr.
Dalsemer, Robert

Davis, Pat & Jim

De Lawter, Herman & Sally
Denton, Barbara & Bill
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Desmond, Dennis
Dial, Kenneth & Leona

Diamond, Carol & Jo Ellen
Wade

Dillard, Claudette
Dilthey, Suzanne
Dodd, Bob
Doubleday, Avary &

Gerry
Douglas, Doris

Dozier, John & Martha
Paradeis

Dugan, Joyce

Easley, Robert & Katherine
Esterwood, Anthony & Rita
Floyd, Richard & Lucille
Forrest, Craig

Forrister, Jean Ellen
Foster, Steve & Pat
French, Virginia

Gale, Russ & Lee

Galloway, Lee & Nancy
Thompson

Garner, Jim & Brenda

Garrett, Phyllis

Gernandt, Allyson & Bob

Gettys, Kathryn & Ed

Gilliam, Kim

Ginn, Richard

Golightly, Stefanie

Gonzalez, Eugene &
Virginia

Gorgoglione, Charles &
Paula

Grant, Linda

Greene, Vic & Janet

Griffith, Shirley & Charles

Grist, Sharon & David

Guffey, Stacy & Norie

Haight, Michael & Sharon

Hainge, Kim

Ham, Emerson

Handley, Jud & Kim

Hart, Ron

Harwell, James & Sarah

Hatley, Tom & Jane

Hawkins, Gene & June

Hazazer, Dan & Barbara

Henson, Charles & Kathy

Hill, Paula

Hill, Robert

Hilton, David

Hodgin, David

Hohenschutz, Harding &
Emil > Harding

Holloway, Roy & Nancy

Howard, Vicki

Hughes, Judy

Hutchins, Brock & Patty

Hyder, Anne

James, Katherine & Alan
Blumenfeld

James, Marilyn
Jarvinen, Phyllis

Jeff Johnson Timber Frames
Jenkins, Joe & Becky
Jenkins, Susan

Jones, Fred & Jennifer
Jordan, Bill & Pat
Jordan, Lenny & Jean
Kaye, George & Connie
Kearney, William & Marilyn
Keener, John & Gail
Kennedy, Dee & Richard
Key, Barbara

Killough, Jane & George
Kloeppel, Brian & Dee
Kuharcik, Karen
Land, David & Shandon
Lee, Adam

Leister, Kim

Leslie, Andrea

Levy, Debra

Lewis, ] C & Becky
Lewis, Keith

Liden, David & Martha
Owen

Lindstrom, Marcia & Fred
Litchfield, Carol
Litchford, Dee

Locascio, Glen & Elly
Wells

Love, Polly

Mack, Ann

Maginel, Calvin & Cathie

Marsh, Tom & Elena

Martin, Ray & Jane

Matthes, Richard &
Sheila

McClellan-Welch, Sarah
McCollum, Bob & Elaine
McConnell, Larry
McCracken, Susan & Ron
McDowell, Howard
McGlamery, Dan & Joanne
McVay, Kipling

Meador, Jason & Kristen
Melvin, Richard

Mercer, Jenny

Midgett, Kathleen

Miles, Vanessa

Moberg, Eric

Monar, Kelder

Moore, Alan & Carol
Harden

Moore, Sue
Morris, Ed & Barbara
Morse, Dan & Phyllis

Moulthrop, Jeanette &
Mark

Mt. Carmel United
Methodist Church

Munday, Doris
Murphy, Chris & Pam

Nantahala Hiking Club

Norton, Anne & Gary
Kauffman

Norwood, Carla & Gabe
Cumming

O'Bryan, Ruth

Ochsenfeld, Michael

Owens, Ben & Hygie Starr

Palmer, Riley & Diane

Parkerson, Kate

Parrott, Dale & Susan

Pelton, Donald

Penny, William & Betty

Perrigo, Sandra

Perry, Vic & Margaret

Phillips, Randy & Molly

Poindexter, Bob

Poindexter, Joann

Poniewaz, Carey

Poniewaz, Ellen

Post, Loren & Jennifer
Baldwin

Powers, Becky

Pursel, Kyle

Pyron, Phillip & Kathleen
Ralph, Diane & Edward
Ramsey, Joe & Theresa
Rasmusson, Fred & Frances
Reardon, Paula

Regnery, Roberta

Rehling, Connie
Reisdorph, Tom & Sue Ann
Riley, Warren & Marge Abel

Ritchie, Bruce & Sue Ellen
Smith

Robbins, Lawrence &
Florence

Roe, Chuck & Charlotte
Jones-Roe

Rogers, Phil
Romanowicz, Frank
Rostock, Matt & Eileen
Satterfield, Dara
Schebell, Anthony & Lisa
Schendel, Dee

Schnier, John & Kathy
Scholz, Robert & Gail Dean
Schultz, Dan & Sylvia
Schwartz, Avraham
Schwartzman, Ed
Schweizer, Louis

Scott, Bob & Nancy
Sharp, Mike

Shatley, Ed & Jane

Shea, Robert & Barbara
Shelton, Ellen & Jim
Shindelman, Maethel
Shure Don & Janice
Skold, Jan & Eva

Smith, Dan & Charlotte
Weingartner

Smith, Gibson & Patricia

Smith, Janet & John
Mordhorst

Smith, Karen

Smith, Ramelle & Mike
Sobek, Chris

Sorgen, Larry

Spagnoli, Nancy

Spoon, Bill & Heidi

Stacks, Kate

Starr, Jerry & Joyce
Stenger, Larry & Terri
Stevens, Charles & Patricia
Stiller, Micki Beth
Stillwagon, Jill & Michael
Stinson, Idus

Strader, Carolyn

Strader, Conrad

Sullivan, Claude & Ann
Sullivan, Dave & Ellie
Sullivan, John & Dorothy
Suminski, Claire & Joe
Swank, Wayne & Roberta
Talbot, Virginia & Dean Zuch
Thomas, Michael

Thunderbird Property
Owner's Association

Toughill, Michael
Traverse, Richard &
Patty
Trevathan, Bob & Sandie
Tribble, Arthur & Lori
Turner, Scharf
Tyler, Dan & Linda
Tyson, Mark & Denise
Van Horn, William & Sharon
Vanderwoude, Chris
Veal, Michael & Wanda
Wallace, Gloria
Watkins, Dan & Margie
Weaver, Denise & Richard
Wenger, Robert & Charlene
White, Barbara
Wilde, Kathy
Wilkinson, Gary & Lynne
Wilkinson, Mims
Williams, Bob & Mary
Willing Workers Class

Willis, Wanda & Bruce
Lockaby

Winchester, Leonard
Wood, Darry & Barbara
Wright, Clark & Johanna
Youmans, Mary

Young, Julian

In-Kind Donors

Clark, Richard & Kim
Clark & Company
Confluence Engineering

First United Methodist
Church

Lazy Hiker Brewery
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McGuire Gardens

Z. Smith Reynolds

Great Smoky Mountains

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Wildlands Engineering, Inc. Foundation National Park
WRGC AM Radio NC Clean Water Other Partners
) Agency P.a rtnerg Management Trust Fund Blue Ridge Forever
Foundation Partners Appalachian Regional NC Dept of Justice Brookfield Smoky Mtn
Cherokee Preservation Commission Environmental Hydro Power, LLC
Foundation Cherokee Fisheries & Enhancement Grant Haywood Community
Community Foundation of Wildlife Management NC Wildlife Resources ollege
WNC Conservation Trust for Commission LBJ Job Corps
Duke Energy Riparian North Carolina Southwestern Commission Revitalization of Traditional
Enhancement Fund Coweeta Long Term Council of Governmer}t Cherokee Artisan Resources
Georgia Wetland Trust Fund Ecol.oglcal Research Tennessee Valley Authority The Nature Conservancy
Merck Family Fund Geﬁ)}r%m ]?el%Jartment of USDA Natural Resources The Wilderness Society
Norcross Wildlife Foundation atural Resotrees Conservation Service Western Carolina University
In Honor 0f Donor In Memory of Donor
Ralph Burnett Macauley, Lydia Sargent Fred Berger Gale, Russ & Lee
Paul Carlson Barnes, Steve Clint Burrell Salain, Rita & Bill Deck
C9X/ D. Lynn Mary Lou Burrell Salain Salain, Rita & Bill Deck
Dillard, Claudette

Dennis Desmond

Robert, Anna & Alison
Douglas

Kelly Duff & Lewis
Penland’s Wedding

Norma Ivey

Rasche, Larry & Kendra
Hinson, David
Douglas, Doris

Anderson, Susan
Bryant, Barbara
Clarkson, Lisa
Desmond, Dennis
Golightly, Stefanie
Howard, Vicki

Levy, Debra
Mainspring Staff
Penland, Lewis & Kelly
Poniewaz, Carey
Poniewaz, Ellen
Quigley, Tom & Mary
Stacks, Kate

Diamond, Carol

David Carlson

Archie Carter

Joanne Cleary

Diane Ramsey Forsyth
Wendell Ligon

Doris Lynch

Beth Moberg

Carlson, Peter
Romanowica, Frank
Romanowica, Frank
Ramsey, Joe & Theresa

Macauley, Lydia Sargent
Taylor, George & Sharon
Wallace, Gloria

Carlson, Paul & Adrienne
Simonson
Taylor, George & Sharon

Adams, Patricia & John
Calhoun, Pat & Sylvia
Carlson, Elena
Hunnicutt, Jean & Ron
Mainspring Staff
Penland, Lewis & Kelly
Polanski, Stan & Mary
Stillwagon, Jill & Michael

Jason Love Love, Polly Syring, George & Gloria
Lydia Sargent Macauley Clark, Stacey Donald W. Pelton, Jr. Donald Pelton
Mainspring Staff Irving Reedy Dozier, John & Martha
Meyer, Steve Paradeis
Sargent, Hugh Shelton, Ellen & Jim
Philip Moore Griffith, Shirley & Dave Rehling Rehling, Connie
R Prine & S . ?‘aiei . Fred Salain Salain, Rita & Bill Deck
oss Pringle & Sara udischak, Cory .
Budischak’s Wedding Hodgin, David Harold Strader Fr_ench, Virginia
Killough, Jane & George
Lee, Adam .
Morris, Ed & Barbara
Reardon, Paula .
Mt. Carmel United
Schwartz, Avraham .
. Methodist Church
Thomas, Michael .
Poindexter, Bob
Jamy Beth Suminski Suminski, Claire & Joe Poindexter, Joann
John White Mercer, Jenny Stevens, Charles &
Patricia
Strader, Conrad
Strader, Carolyn
Willing Workers Sunday
School Class
Young, Julian
Bob Wiley Credle, Duffy & Kalen
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2013 Mainspring Finances

2015 Source of Funds

Rent, Interest, Events $39,256 2%
Government Grants $76,916 4%
Foundation Grants $91,006 4%
Organization Grants $155,345 8%
Corporations/Businesses*  $267,710 13%
Program Services $339,770 17%
Individuals $1,085,404 53%
TOTAL $2,055,407 100%
2015 Use of Funds

Conserve** $904,764 47 %
Restore $388,861 20%
Connect $387,421 20%
Administration $164,700 9%
Fundraising $65,782 3%
TOTAL $1,911,528 100%

Pre-audit figures

* Includes Land Donations
** Includes Capital Expenditures for Conservation Lands

Hiwassee Helper

IN 2015, MAINSPRING identified land

conservation and activities in the

Hiwassee Watershed region as an

organizational priority, including

hiring a programs manager to live

and work in that territory. On

February 1, 2016, Sara Ruth Posey

began her work at Mainspring

Conservation Trust in this role. Sara

Ruth was born and raised in the

Ranger Community of Cherokee

County, North Carolina, and received

a B.S. in Environmental Sciences from  tourism revenue. Conserving the

UNC-Chapel Hill in 2013. natural beauty of our mountains and
After graduation, Sara Ruth rivers will continue to improve our

worked for the Tourism Development  local economies through eco-tourism.

Authority in Murphy, where she Accepting a position with Mainspring

developed an understanding of what ~ Conservation Trust allows me to

draws tourism dollars. “Conserving  pursue a career in conservation while

the cultural character of western living in a place where I feel at home.”

North Carolina is near and dear to Mainspring’s second office will

my heart, but also vital to increased ~ be on Valley River Avenue in Murphy.

Sara Ruth Posey,
Mainspring’s new
Hiwassee Programs Manager
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